TEACHERS OF THE PUNJAB
14, GURU ARJAN
THE life of Guru Arjan was plagued by the ceaseless
enmity of his brother Prithia. The latter never ad-
mitted Arjan*s right to succeed their father. Imme-
diately on Guru Ramdas' death Prithia complained
to the chaudhris or village officers of Amritsar that
he and Mahadev (his second brother) had been left
entirely without means. The chaudhris spoke to
Guru Arjan and he bestowed certain rents and taxes
on Prithia and the customs duties of a single quarter
of Amritsar on Mahadev. Arjan reserved for him-
self the voluntary offerings of the faithful. This
gift for the time being calmed Prithia; for he hoped
that as Guru Arjan had no son, his own son Mihrban
would obtain the succession.
Guru Arjan devoted all his energies to the com-
pletion of the Amritsar tank that Guru Ramdas had
left unfinished, and to the construction of the holy
Har Mandar, better known as the Darbar Sahib or
the Golden Temple of Amritsar. He sent agents,
who collected money from the hill-chiefs and a rich
corn merchant called Ganga Ram gave him sub-
stantial help. When the tank had been completed,
the great Har Mandar was begun. The Sikhs
urged that to show its superiority over other build-
ings in Amritsar, the Har Mandar should overtop
them all. The Guru replied with admirable humility :
'No! What is humble shall be exalted. The more a
tree is laden with fruit, the more its branches droop
earthwards.